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For some people, turning a decision to give proportionately into hard cash causes problems. Below is a table and some guidelines.

· They are meant to help you put your intentions into practice

· These are not “rules”, because only you know your circumstances, so only you can decide.

	Annual take-home income after tax and NI
	Weekly income equivalent
	To reach the 5% giving to your local church standard

	 
	 
	Weekly 
	Monthly 

	£5,000
	£100
	£5
	£20

	£10,000
	£200
	£10
	£41

	£20,000
	£400
	£20
	£83

	£30,000
	£600
	£30
	£124

	£40,000
	£800
	£40
	£166


All figures are approximations, rounded to the nearest £.
· Put your giving as high up in your order of priorities as you can, so that you give FIRST TO THE LORD, not what’s left.

· Base your giving on the income you actually control. For instance, give a proportion of your pay after tax and national insurance (which you do not control), but before everything else over which you have some degree of choice.
· If you do not receive pay, a pension, or any direct income of your own, look carefully at what you are given by someone else to spend “on yourself”. Then apply the principle of proportionate giving to that.
· It does not matter if you can only give a little financially. There are many other ways in which you can give.
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because I know that giving is part of the Christian response to a God who gives to me,

Christians do not give only money, nor do they give only to the church. But church members often ask for guidance about the principles by which they can plan their giving, and about the needs of the church.

On the opposite page are some suggestions which others have found helpful. Underlying them all is a useful basic principle:


Nobody will be so unwise as to tell you how much you should give. Only you know your own circumstances, so


If you find that you have already achieved a certain standard of giving, perhaps now is the time to be aiming higher, in joyful response to all that God has given you.





Putting it into practice








A GUIDE FOR CHURCH MEMBERS IN THE 


DEANERY OF STOKESLEY





Because Christ loved us and gave us everything he had the only fitting response is to give 


FIRST TO THE LORD.





One of the avenues through which the Holy Spirit shows himself and reveals his power is through our money, what we don’t keep but loosen out to God.





Money is God’s sheepdog, snapping at our heels until we turn in the right direction.





(Abp Sentamu’s Address to Diocesan Synod 13/07/06)





FIRST TO THE LORD





THE CHALLENGE OF CHRISTIAN GIVING


FROM OUR ARCHBISHOP





Yes, I will gladly give





BUT HELP ME TO DECIDE HOW MUCH.








GIVE GENEROUSLY


GIVE PROPORTIONATELY


GIVE REGULARLY








ONLY YOU CAN DECIDE





PLEASE THINK ABOUT THE PRINCIPLES. IF YOU CAN OFFER YOUR DECISION TO GOD WITH A JOYFUL HEART AND A CLEAR CONSCIENCE, YOU HAVE REACHED THE RIGHT CONCLUSION.





Basic necessities














The one hour principle














The 5 per cent standard

















A gift of love

















The Mission











Current giving





Add up what you spend each week over and above basic necessities. Place the answer side by side with your giving and ask yourself if the balance is right





Some decide to give one hour’s wage per week and one hour’s service per week, backed by one hour’s worship on the first day of the week. 


(The national minimum wage is £5.35 per hour).


	


The Bishops and General Synod tell us that this is the standard to be achieved if the Church of England is to make progress. They have commended it as the main target for all in serious membership of the church.





There are those who feel that giving to God should be a generous and spontaneous act of free will. If we really mean this, our giving should outstrip any of the above principles.





The cost of Mission in Stokesley Deanery is about £16.50 per adult attendee per week.





The average giving in Stokesley Deanery is currently about £5.50 per adult attendee per week.





To help you decide











